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Announcement 

No breaking news/announcements this month.  As always if you 

have any questions please contact me. 

 

Questions/comments/suggestions for the Big Sky News contact me 

at:David.Hinds@MontanaSquareDancing.com 

 

Thanks, 

    Dave 
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A note from the Editor 

Intro into Square Dancing?  What does that mean to you?  

We struggle with getting new members all the time.  

Today when I look at the demographics of the average 

dancer we are a more senior group.  So how do we appeal 

to the younger crowd?  Do we want to? 

Last week I went to a “fun dance” in Montgomery AL and 

it was geared to inviting those that have never danced 

before.  The Caller led us off with Circle dance followed by 

a first figure of a Quadrille.  We also did a variation of a 

Cotton Eyed Joe and of course a Virginia Reel.  We did do 

one tip of a mainstream dance as a demo.  Fun night?  You 

bet.  But I have to query are dances from the 1700’s the 

ones we want to use a introduction to modern square 

dancing?  Let the conversation begin.  Send my your 

thoughts, what should a “fun dance” consist of to entice 

new people to square dancing. 

Send your comments to 

BSN@MontanaSquareDancing.com  

                          David Hinds 

 

  

 
 This space is reserved! 

Hey, I thought I’d make some space for the President of 

the State Board to comment.  So here it is. 

Didn’t get an input this month still hoping… 

mailto:BSN@MontanaSquareDancing.com
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Montana State Festival 

We will continually have a space here for the Montana State Festival.  Look for breaking news or any other great tidbits 

that the chair would like to share. 

 

Never been? 

The state festivals are probably one of the best dances 

you’ll ever attend.  Meet up with old friends and make 

new friends.  Dance till your feet are numb and still go 

back for another day of dancing.  Take advantage of the 

guest callers and cuers for the event and if your lucky be 

the Best Square on the floor!  Do some unique dancing 

from outside, on a glacier, or maybe a downtown event 

and you might even earn that special badge letting 

everyone know that you survived” 

Check out the 

Festival Registration Form 

on the next page! 
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Club Report 

Yellowstone Square Dance Council – Billings 

by Ann Hindley 

What, February already?! It’s still hard to remember to 

write the date as 2019. 

It looked like winter had finally arrived in the Billings 

area, with dangerous travel conditions prompting the 

cancellation of our New Year’s Eve dance. Since then 

things have warmed considerably again and only a few 

remnants of drifts remain.  

The mild weather has been good for dance numbers. There 

were a lot of new faces at the first contradance of the year. 

Our most recent Saturday plus dance boasted 3 squares, 

which is quite an accomplishment considering how many 

snowbirds we’re missing. Most exciting of all, we had 19 

new folks at the first intro dance for the Checkerboard 

Squares’ beginner program. The hall was full of smiles and 

many new folks took cards to hand out as invitations to 

friends. The second intro dance has not yet happened as of 

this writing, so we’re all hoping to see even more then. 

The Silhouettes are going strong as well. Larry ventures 

north a couple times a month; and a huge thanks to 

Hunter for taking over cueing duties in Larry’s absence. 

 

 

Quite a few of our dancers are planning to hit the road for the 

Plus workshop and dance in Forsyth on January 26. After 

that we’ll have the Checkerboard Squares’ Spring Dance on 

March 16 and the Kut N Kapers Spring Dance in Cody April 

26-27. 

Happy Valentine’s Day everyone. Hope you all see lots of 

squares at your Valentine dances! 
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Club Report 

Great Falls 

by Linda Wallace 

We have graduated our 7 new students and conducting 

mainstream workshop lessons which the club members and 

graduates are all enjoying.  It is a lively time with lots of 

learning and laughing which is always good. 

Our Sweetheart Dance and Bake Sale will be held February 

9th with Adam Christman from Washington calling and 

cueing.  The A dance goes from 1-2, Plus dance from 2-4, 

Pot luck at 6:00 and pre-rounds starts the evening off at 

6:45.  Mainstream dancing starts at 7pm and goes until 9:00.  

We would love to see you there if possible. 

The rest of the month is busy with Mainstream lessons on 

Feb 10th, Feb 17th and Feb 24th.  They are held at 

Missouri River Manor from 4-6pm.  Anyone is welcome to 

join. 

Our Plus dance on Feb 2nd had to be cancelled but we will 

have our Club dance on Feb 23rd from 6:30-9:00 at the 

Missouri River Manor with David Hinds calling and 

cueing.  

 

 

If you have any questions regarding the club please contact 

David Hinds at 406-799-1715 or by email at 

david.hinds@montanasquaredancing.com. 
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Club Report 

Hamilton 

by Dee Terrill Moenich 

Boots & Calico Square Dance Club  dances are held at the 
Golden Age Center, 5th and Baker Streets in Hamilton.  We 
have a nice wooden floor and a good sound system.  Come 
join us Saturday evenings for Mainstream Square and Round 
dancing.   More info,  call Ray at 370-4414 

Our March dances are: 

Sat the 2nd        7:00 - 7:30     Plus level dancing      7:30 - 
9:30  Mainstream          Ray Dunbar calling 

Sat the 9th         7:00 - 7:30    Pre Rounds                   7:30 - 9:30 
Mainstream          Kathy Racine calling 

Sat 16th        St Patrick's dance  & Pie auction! 

                             7:00 - 7:30   Pre Rounds                    7:30 - 
9:30 Mainstream         Eddie Fields calling 

Sat  23rd            7:00 - 7:30    Plus level dancing         7:30 - 
9:30 Mainstream          Ray Dunbar calling 

Sat  30th            7:00 - 7:30    Plus level dancing         7:30 - 
9:30  Mainstream         Ray Dunbar calling 
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Club Report 

Helena 

by Cathy Kaiser 

Also, please add " Helena Last Chance Squares had a fun 

January with 13 members joining Steve Sullivan's square 

dance cruise on the Caribbean. There are also several fun 

dances coming up the next 3 months so we hope you can 

join us! February and Marches flyers below!  
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Club Report 

Kalispell 

by Roger Jones 

Nope  

---I didn’t get an input from Kalispell for the February issue 

of the Big Sky News 

 

Next Month?? 
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Club Report 

Libby 

by Jo Wilson 

We will start beginning square dance classes on Sunday, October 21 from 6 – 8 p.m. Classes will be held at Libby 

Elementary School, Brown Pod, at the corner of Education Way and Ski Road in Libby. Marvin Speck from Troy, MT is 

our teacher for the class. 

Our dance in November will be on November 24 with Adam Christmas, calling and Priscilla Higdon, cuing. Our theme is 

Thanksgiving and we will be collecting food for the Libby Food Bank. Plus begins at 7 p.m. with Mainstream from 8 – 10 

p.m. Our dances are held at Asa Wood School gym, 700 N. Idaho Ave., Libby, MT. 
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Club Report 

Miles City 

by Lynn Strobel 

Prairie Stars, Miles City 

Nothing new for the month of February!  
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Club Report 

Lolo 

by Debby Ernst 

 

SOLO STARS in LOLO 

FEBRUARY 2019 

 

Happy February, Dancers! We would LOVE to have you join us! 

There will be NO dancing at the Lolo Dance Center Jan-Mar. BUT, we're still dancing! 

JAN-MAR 2019 – Come join us at the LOLO COMMUNITY CENTER  

                                for square and round dancing!  

          7-9:00 pm, every 2nd & 4th Fri; $5 

                                We're dancing to CDs, but it's still great fun! Dress casual if you'd like.  

                                Dancers are also covered by insurance.  

 

Keep Barry and Bobbie in your thoughts as they winter in AZ for a few months. 

We look forward to their return in April. 

Until next time, Debby E reporting. 

Questions: Call Tim & Dee Casey 406-529-8633  
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Club Report 

Plains 

by Darlene Jolly 

MONTANA MAVERICKS 

The “MONTANA MAVERICKS” January dance was 

held at the bank with Adam Christman & Lorrie 

Lane.  We had 18 in attendance including 4 guests 

from Kalispell.  Roads were great, but sickness 

abounds in the area, so we were missing some regular 

dancers.  Hope they get well soon.  Adam & Lorrie 

always do a fun dance for us.  Lots of laughter & 

camaraderie.   We are very proud of them both & 

thank them for taking such good care of us. 

 

Our class this year shrunk to 1 – she is doing great – 

so great in fact that we will finish the season with an 

hour each Friday to teach her & then an hour to 

teach plus to our own dancers.  A rare opportunity 

for us.  We get Lorrie one night a week, so whatever 

we do has to be done in that one night.  She drives 

nearly 100 miles each way every week for us.  She has 

done that since we started here in Plains in 2003.  

That is above & beyond dedication & we certainly do 

appreciate it. I’m sure she cherishes her summers off 

from the trip weekly. 

 

 

 

Adam will be calling our February & March dances also, so hope 

you can join us.  

October thru May we dance the first Saturday at the First 

Security Bank in Plains.  2nd Saturday during the summer months. 

Any questions call Darlene at 826-8951.   

 

 


